I Need a Hero! Project Planning Organizer 


Instructions: What separates the great heroes of ancient literature from the fictional heroes we 


see in our modern culture? For instance, how different is Captain America or Vin Diesel’s latest 
heroic incarnation from Gilgamesh? How similar are they? Complete this worksheet to begin the 


planning process for this project. Please write in complete sentences & highlight your answers. 


1. Identify your favorite fictional hero from a book or movie you’ve read/watched: Robin 


Hood (the one from that disney cartoon) 


2. Consider the similarities and dissimilarities between your hero and Gilgamesh in the 
three main stages of the epic journey: 


STAGE 1: HOW ARE THEY ALIKE AND DIFFERENT AT THE BEGINNING, 
BEFORE THE JOURNEY BEGINS? 


Your Hero 


-Robin Hood and his 
sidekick Little John are 
already together having fun 
with each other at the 
begining (no backstory 
about how they became 
friends). 


-Robin Hood and Little 
John were already robbing 
the rich to feed the poor, 
although not shown on 
screen they said it by 
mouth. 


-Prince John (the villain in 
Robin Hood) was already 
king of England at the 
beginning of the story. He 
was admiring all of the 
money he had. (although his 
first appearance is like 4 or 
5 minutes in excluding the 
Whistle Stop song intro). 


-Prince John also has a 
sidekick. His name is Sir 


-Gilgamesh and his 
soon-to-be sidekick Enkidu 
are not together. Gilgamesh, 
who is % god and % man, 
was king of Uruk and was a 
tyrant who slept with other 
men’s wives. Enkidu was 
covered with hair and lived 
with animals. 


- A hunter’s son saw Enkidu 
opening a trap. The 
hunter’s son described 
Enkidu to him and he was 
angry and afraid. The 
hunter requested his son to 
tell Gilgamesh to send a 
prostitute so the animals 
would be ashamed of him 


-Gilgamesh’s soon-to-be 
sidekick Enkidu slept with a 
prostitute whom taught him 
how to be civilized. 
Gilgamesh dreamed of the 
coming of this sidekick. 


- Both Heroes have a 
sidekick 


- The prostitute took 
Enkidu to Uruk. He learned 
how to eat like people. He 
stood watch for the 
shepherds. He became 
known as their Protector. 


-When Enkidu arrived at 
the marketplace people 
praised him. Gilgamesh was 
Jealous. 


-Gilgamesh and Enkidu 
started fighting. After the 
fight they became friends. 


STAGE 2: AS THEY GO ON THEIR JOURNEYS, HOW ARE THE OBSTACLES THEY 
FACE ALIKE AND DIFFERENT? 


Your Hero 


-Robin Hood and Little 
John dress up as fortune 
tellers to try and steal 
Prince John’s money. Little 
John was at first hesitant 
because “there’s a law 
against robbing royalty”. 
but Robin Hood convinced 
him otherwise. 


-When Robin Hood (dressed 
as a fortune teller) and 
Little John (dressed in a 
different looking disguise of 
the same thing as Robin 
Hood) arrive at Prince 
John’s coach, Sir Hiss tells 
Prince John they might be 
bandits. Prince John shrugs 
Sir Hiss’s advice and allows 
Robin Hood and Little John 
to “kiss the royal hands”. 
Robin Hood pulls the ring 


-Both sidekicks were 
hesitant about the first part 
of the journey. 


-Gilgamesh and Enkidu go 
into the Cedar Forest to kill 
Humbaba. Enkidu told 
Gilgamesh “I learned when 
I lived with the animals 
never to go down into that 
forest. I learned there is 
death in Humbaba”. 


-Both Journeys involve 
fighting 


-Both heroes get punished 
in a way 
-After Gilgamesh and 

Enkidu are finished killing 

Humbaba, the goddess 

Ishtar asks his father to 

send the Bull of Heaven 

down. In some versions, 

Anu is hesitant about it, 

but decides to do it for 

Ishtar. 


-Gilgamesh, and Enkidu kill 
the Bull of Heaven 


- Enkidu dies as the 


off and kisses Prince John’s 
hand. Little John sucks the 
Jewels off three rings. As 
Robin Hood pretends to be 
a fortune teller, Little John 
uses this opportunity to 
steal the hubcaps off the 
coach. He then drills a hole 
into a treasure box filled 
with money and catches the 
coins in his “bra” 


-By the time Robin Hood 
and Little John were done 
with their first robbing 
from Prince John, they left 
with money, Prince John’s 
robe, and some other stuff 
of Prince John’s. 


- After Robin Hood and 
Little John left, Prince John 
tried to get Robin Hood and 
Little John, but fails 


-Prince John set up an 
archery contest to capture 
Robin Hood. Maid Marian, 
Robin Hood’s significant 
other, was there to give a 
kiss to the winner. Robin 
Hood (disguised as a stork) 
won the competition until 
Prince John realized the 
winner was Robin Hood. 
Robin Hood was sentenced 
to death. Robin Hood broke 
out and fought guards and 
stuff and saved Maid 
Marian while doing so. 


-Robin Hood and Maid 
Marian go on a romantic 
date. All of the people on 
Robin Hood’s side sang a 
song about Prince John. 


punishment for Gilgamesh 
and Enkidu killing 
Humbaba and the Bull of 
Heaven 


-Gilgamesh boards a ferry 
and collects spokes to visit 
Utnaphism, a wise man, for 
immortality. 


-Gilgamesh did a lot of 
grieving 


-There was something about 
sleep and slothful people 


-Gilgamesh was told about a 
magic plant 


-In some translations, 
staying awake for a week 
and keeping the 
immortality plant safe are 
the chances Gilgamesh gets 
at immortality. 


The song became a hit, 
which caused Prince John 
to double and triple the 
taxes. 


-If you didn’t pay your 
taxes, you went to Jail. 
Friar Tuck insulted the 
Sheriff of Nottingham for 
stealing from the Poor Box 
and went to jail for treason. 


-Robin Hood snuck into the 
castle disguised as Nutsy 
(the real Nutsy was tied to a 
tree). He rescued Friar 


Tuck. 


-Robin Hood made a pulley 
to pull money bags from 
Prince John’s room to the 
jail 


-Little John then put the 
freed people on a cart and 
pulled it back to Sherwood 
Forest. Robin Hood 
successfully escaped Prince 
John’s castle despite it 
being rough. 


STAGE 3: AFTER RETURNING FROM THEIR JOURNEYS, HOW DO THEY 


CHANGE? 


Your Hero 


-Robin Hood marries Maid 
Marian. 


-Gilgamesh turned out fine. 
A snake ate the immortality 
plant. Gilgamesh asked 


-Both stories turn out fine 
at the end 


- Prince John, Sir Hiss, someone if he knew who 
Trigger, Nutsy, and the Enkidu was. The random 
Sheriff of Nottingham are person said, “no”. 
sentenced to the Royal Rock 

Pile. 


-King Richard is King again 


